
Combining 
Well-Child 
and Sick Visits

Recommendations 
from the Tennessee 
Chapter of the 
American Academy 
of Pediatrics

TennCare Kids’ screening guidelines allow 
you to receive reimbursement for Early 
and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic and 
Treatment (EPSDT) checkups performed  
at the same time as other visits.

Episodic, acute care and sport-required 
visits are all opportunities to increase 
preventive care, administer vaccines and 
give health education. There is no copay, 
deductible or coinsurance to collect 
following an EPSDT exam. 
 

You may bill for both a sick and well 
visit on the same day if the following 
requirements are met:

 › If you identify a problem on the same day as a 
preventive medicine service, you may report an 
additional evaluation and management (E/M) service.

 › The problem should be significant and require you  
to perform the key components of the E/M service.

 › If the problem is insignificant or doesn’t require 
work-up beyond a normal preventive visit, please 
don’t report another E/M code.

 › Documentation for the visit must reflect 
additional work.

 › If the problem-oriented portion of the visit is based  
on time, documentation should address the time 
spent and include a summary of the problems.

 › There doesn’t need to be a separate note,  
but the documentation should clearly reflect 
a separate problem.



Billing for a combined visit offers you the greatest 
opportunity for reimbursement, but if you choose 
to bill only the sick or well visit, here’s something 
to consider. Well-visit claims reimburse you at a 
higher rate than sick visits, plus we can count the 
well checks in our EPSDT reports to the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).

BlueCare Tennessee doesn’t limit well-child visits 
to one per year/365 days. We allow and provide 
coverage for interperiodic screenings, according 
to guidelines from the CMS EPSDT — A Guide 
for States: Coverage in the Medicaid Benefit for 
Children and Adolescents.

Claims with Modifier 25 
are subject to routine 

audits. Please ensure your 
medical records include all 
appropriate documentation.

For more information about TennCare Kids/EPSDT exams, 
please visit the TennCare Kids ToolKit in the Tools and 
Resources Provider section of bluecare.bcbst.com.
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